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‘Most lodges are set up for fishermen andwhile we offer great fly fishing
here, we wanted to do something that would appeal to women as well”

Ontario
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The Cabins at The Lodge al Pine Cove are all new and while they may look rustic to complemant their surroundings, they are crammed with all the creature comforts travellers axpact,
The Lodge at Pine Cove

A French evolution

Alex Strochan dropped out of
the business world a few years
ngo and decided to do soma-
&n, he started a business — a
hospitality business, tobe exmet.
The former Roval LePage e
ecutive, whuipenlliyemamt‘u
the read estate ginnt working on
some of the company’s higpest
reql. estate deals, = now the
proud owner of The Lodge ut
Fine Cove, located in the tny
near-north Onturio community
of Noehalle, a 1%/e=hour drive
north of Parry Sound and about

where his iooury lodge now sits
o fow years ngo while on a canoe
trip with his son.

“T s tipped off about this ar-
& by o friend and whnn“'ca.r

iy son and [ diseovered an old
fishing lodge (built around
19:35) with some cabins,

“The main lodge had been
damaged by (3 1965) fire and the
cabing had been wllowed to de-
ciy. Bul the area was jost gor-
geous,” said Strachan.

Ashorttime lntir, Strachan left
his senior-vice pruldent’s&?
with Rowal LePage, put toge
a design team and began plan-

out the lodge that now sits

the bireath e

Liffial weliibe e v pink gromite

hackidrop for which this area of
the provinee i= so famous.

In the short time The Lodge at
Pine Cove has been open (about
A yewrs now) it hag: become
one of the province's mosi

The beautiful Lodge at Pine Cove offers travellers wilderness elegance in a Group of Seven setting
Former real-estate executive builds a new career on the banks of French River, writes Marc Alchison

sought-after resorly — especlal-
Iy by business people loking for
n peaceful retreat from the ov-

eryray hassles of the corporate
worhd
The feedback we get from
wiho have w‘-‘l:i;mus
has Just " 5ai
Stra who thisar-

chan,
eaof Ontario to “what Mushkoka
used to be”

The thing that peo-
Fbﬂmmn&:tuhnut ﬂ:wm
Pine Cove, besidug its rustic
beauty, is the pesceand quict.

—

"We offer simple eleganoe mn a
pemceful setting,” snid Strachan
of his property that features a
B57-squure-metre main IndE
(no rooms) and 14 private ce
ins that offer sinpgle, one- and
two-bed room options.

“You enn be super active (ca-
noe for hours along a 116-lan
stretch of the French River in
sermi-wilderness: go flv Gshing;
hike . . ) or do nothing ot all ex-
cept enjoy the beautiful sur-
roundings,” sxid Strachan.

Oine of Strachan’s biggest abms
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The Lodge at Pine Cove rests on Lhe shares of ths French River. not far from the small near-north
hamiat of Moelville. The ledge offers one of the provinee’s most peaceful and beautiful setlings.

when he opensd The Lodge #
Pine Cove was bo create an omi-
ronment that would lure femnle
travellers to the great ouldoord.
He uchieved that by introducing
an wrts programat the lodge that
wouldn't look out of place in a
Group of Seven painting.

"Most lodges ure set up for
fishermen, and while we HE

fishing here, we wan

ﬁmemﬁg that would ap-
peal more to women. So, we in-
troduced an arts program
(hesded by Greg Hindle and

by
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James MeLaughlin throughenil
the year) and the response from
wamen his fust been fantastic.”

Each year, Strachan’s lodge
evnives and this year will ghve
travellers even more foad for
thought with the introduction
of the fine-dining creations of
Chel Cralg Young, who was a
member of the katchen staff af
British Calumbis's famed Wick-
aninnish Inn in Toflna Parl of
the nightly rate at The Lodge at
Pine Cove ineludes three mesls.

For now, Strachan is resisting
ndding a spa to the resort (“he-
caiise oiir fuests haven't de-
manded it”) but does not male it
ouf entirely in the future.

The lodge’s wildorness sur-
roundings are the only thing
rustic about the resort. The spa-
clous new private pine cabins
are crammed with all the crea-
ture comforts and highlighted

with finely crafted furniture and
custom-made heds, The cobins
are wrapped in netting =0 you
can enjoy the gorgeous séonery
from the comfort af your
sereened porch

Dinner i served in the main
lodge on a verandn overlooking
the French River and its rocky
ghoreling where artists =it for
hours mptunn%:m CATTVAS AN
area of the worla first explored
by the Voyngeurs,

Companies hayve booked time

ot Strachan's wilderness retroat
for corporite team-bullding
sessions bul they do so at their
own risk — because, like Stru-
chan, some of their executives
may not want to leave.
% Hates b The Lodge at Pine
Cove start at $190 per person
(the mte includes three meals a
day) in high season and drops to
£150 in the early sutumn. Right
now The Lodge at Pine Cove is
offering & special of betwoen
$120 and $130 per person,
which runs to the end of June.
The resart is open from May to
just after Thanksgiving. To
make reservations, eall
705-898-2500 or email the re-
sort at iy [WERCOMm ar
go to its Web site: frenchriver-
eon Toronto-based Cloud Air
offers transportation to The
Lodge at Pine Cove. Call
1-B00-090-1199 or go to cloy-
tatrearm for more details,
Mare Atchison is the Star s Travel
Editar.




